124              THE   COLLECTED   WORKS   OF  MAHA.TMA   GANDHI

This artificiality has been introduced to set forth an ideal, in
the hope that now some mothers at any rate will do their duty
towards their children. I believe that the primer can be com-
pleted in three to six months.

Teachers should make the child write out every lesson in an
attractive hand.

The lessons have been planned to serve as a basis for the tea-
cher, who may elaborate them further as his zeal and enthusiasm
may inspire him to do.

AUTHOR

LESSON 1:   MORNING

"Get up, my child, it is morning."

"I still feel sleepy."

"Look, your sister is up; you, too, should get up and brush
your teeth; and then say your prayers. It is past four. Don't you
hear the birds singing? Your sister Shanta has started singing
a bhajan1"

LESSON 2:    BRUSHING THE TEETH

"Have you cleaned your teeth? Let me see your teeth.
They look yellow. You have not brushed them properly. The
tongue, too, is not clean. You have not taken enough care to
remove the coating. What stick did you use?"

"It was from the babul tree."

"Why did you not use one from the neem tree?"

"It is rather bitter."

"What if it is? The mouth feels fresh afterwards. You will
come to like the bitterness when you get used to it."

LESSON 3:   PREPARING FOR THE "BHAJAN"

We should not go to the bhajan without cleaning ourselves
first. Rheum in the eyes marks one as dirty. Our bodies and
minds should be clean when singing bhajans to God. During pra-
yers, one should sit erect with crossed legs and folded hands. We
should not talk with anyone, nor look at anyone. We do not
see God, but He sees us,

I see you even when you are asleep> being awake myself, but
you do not see me. Likewise, may it not be that God sees us,
even if we do not see Him?

1 Devotional song